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 2011 has been a very successful year for the DOVES Guidance Program. We 

have grown to over 35 children per week in our spring, summer and now for the fall 
sessions. We now have over 20 volunteers including Student Volunteers and we 

have taken in 5 new horses into the program bringing the total number of DOVES 
horses to 16. 

Along with this growth came many new challenges in 2011 but our program is 
stronger and better than ever.  As we go into the winter and prepare for another 

year for the DOVES Program our biggest challenge as always is meeting the 
expenses of this ministry. With the state of the economy this year’s donations has 
been down almost 60% and the cost of feed has almost tripled. This has been our 

greatest concern as to whether or not we can keep this program going. It is our 
deepest desire to keep our program low cost if not free to all families, and we will 

continue this policy for as long as we can. 
Our hope is that we do not have to cut back on the number of horses we maintain 

and that we can continue to serve as many if not more in the coming year. Our 
prayer is that God will continue to bless and provide for the DOVES Program. 

As a participant or supporter of the DOVES Guidance Program, we thank you for 
your support and donations. But we also need your prayers. Prayer is the single 

most important action one can do for each other, it cost nothing but the results are 
amazing! 

In this season of hope and time of reflection and of thanksgiving for the blessings of 
the year, please give thanks to our Father in Heaven for this little spot of land 

where Hooves & Hearts take Flight and Children can Shine! 
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Overcoming Fear continued… 
 

 I stepped out of the way, as I pull on Galli’s halter to get him started. I coached Mak, “take hold of that 
rein low and pull hard! He’s a 2000 pound puppy dog, who needs someone to guide him, that’s it, now bump 
him hard with your heel!” I could hear Mak’s mom behind me, “Yeah Mak you can do it!” I couldn’t help but 
smile as suddenly a change came over Makayla, her shoulders straightened, her chin came up, she sucked in 
her bottom lip with a determination as she pulled hard and bumped with her heels, finally hard enough to wake 
the big ole puppy dog up! I also noticed a change come over Gallie! As Makayla steered Gallie towards the rail, 
his ears went forward and he picked up his pace, I saw him glance sideways at me with a ear cocked, a look  
that said,” Well it’s about time somebody took charge, and I’m glad it’s not me!”  
     I cheered Mak on as she circled the pen at a nice walk. Behind me, Mak’s mom was giving her atta girls and 
bravos! “See Makayla, you CAN do it, I’m so proud of you! I called over to Mak as she came around, “Now YOU 
can bring him into the center and we’ll be done.” 
     I held Galli’s lead as Mak dismounted, with wet cheeks, but a smile now firmly on her face, we high fived as 
she stood on the top of the mounting steps and then I gave her a big hug! “I knew you could do it Mak, I knew 
it!” 
     Makayla stepped down from the step, I turned to lead Galli back to the barn, and as I did, I was right at 
Galli’s cheek, his big black soft eye looking at me. I reached up and put my arms around his neck, and gave 
him a big hug as I whispered in his ear, “Thank you Galli, you are an angel!” 
   

Author’s Note: 
     Fear of not having control of our own safety can be debilitating, the fear of not having control of a situation 
can inhibit one from trying new and adventurous things.  
     Makayla is still riding Galli, she is making great strides in building her confidence and learning to trust again. 
In addition, Makayla is now a Jr. Volunteer! Galli continues to be the big gentle giant and is truly an Angel in 
Horsehair! 
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